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Sanctification

After we are justified by faith, declared to be in right standing with God through the
righteousness of Christ, we undergo a lifetime of sanctification where we are continually
made more like Christ through the work of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:16-26; 2 Thess. 2:13).
Scripture speaks of sanctification as a present position (we have already been sanctified)
and as a continuing process. Sanctification affects the whole of a person, transforming
one's heart, mind, and character to reflect that of Jesus.

Glorification

Glorification is the final stage in the process of salvation. It refers to the future time when a
Christian reaches moral and spiritual perfection at the time of death or at Christ's return
(Phil. 1:9-11; Col. 1:22). Glorification also involves the physical perfection that we will have
once our bodies have been resurrected. When we are glorified, we will have a fuller
knowledge and understanding of God and His Word (Phil. 3:20-21; 1 Cor. 13:12).

From the Bible

Galatians 5:16-26 (NKJV)

16 | say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh.

17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are
contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish.

18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lewdness,

20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions,
dissensions, heresies,

21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which | tell you beforehand, just
as | also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God.



22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness,

23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

24 And those who are Christ’'s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.

26 Let us not become conceited, provoking one another, envying one another.

2 Thessalonians 2:13 (NKJV)

13 But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the Lord,
because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through sanctification by the
Spirit and belief in the truth,

Philippians 1:9-11 (NKJV)

9 And this | pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge and all
discernment,

10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without
offense till the day of Christ,

11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and
praise of God.

Colossians 1:22 (NKJV)

22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above
reproach in His sight—

Philippians 3:20-21 (NKJV)

20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ,

21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body,
according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.
Philippians 3:20-21 (NKJV)

20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ,

21 who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His glorious body,
according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.

Key Thoughts

Sanctification is the process of becoming more like Christ.
* ltis a process (unlike salvation, which is an event)
* |tis a cooperative process
o The Holy Spirit leads us to be more like Christ



> We become more like Christ as we follow the Holy Spirit's leading through
increased knowledge and discipline
> Sanctification is not human performance. We cooperate in the process, we do not
compete for Christlikeness with winners and losers.
* Itis an ongoing process that culminates at our death or rapture

Additional Thought

Regardless of our age at the time of our salvation, believers typically spend the entirety of
their lifetimes becoming more like Christ until they finally join Him.



