
Doctrine #70: Union with Christ

This is Part 5: Redemption | Doctrine 24: Union with Christ

From the 99 Essentials Booklet
At the heart of our salvation is our union with Christ. The Bible describes salvation as

entering into a covenant relationship with God and also describes the church (which is
made up of believers) as the bride of Christ (2 Cor. 11:2; Eph. 5:23-32). Christians believe

that Christ dwells in our hearts through faith (Christ in us) and that we are simultaneously
dwelling in Him (Eph. 3:17; Col. 1:27; 3:1-4). This union is indissoluble; it will last for all

eternity. 

From the Bible
2 Corinthians 11:2 (NKJV)

2 For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one husband,
that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.

Ephesians 5:32–33 (NKJV)
32 This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

33 Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let
the wife see that she respects her husband.

Ephesians 3:17 (NKJV)
17 that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded

in love,
Romans 8:9–11 (NKJV)

9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now
if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.

10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of
righteousness.

11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised
Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells

in you.
Colossians 1:27 (NKJV)

27 To them God willed to make known what are the riches of the glory of this mystery
among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Colossians 3:1–4 (NKJV)



1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is,

sitting at the right hand of God.
2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.

3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.

Key Thoughts
When we get saved, we are forgiven by God and reconciled in our relationship with Him.
We are also, united in an intimate relationship with our Savior.

Additional Thought
MYSTERY
musterion (μυστήριον, 3466), primarily that which is known to the mustes, “the initiated”

(from mueo, “to initiate into the mysteries”; cf. Phil. 4:12, mueomai, “I have learned the
secret,” RV). In the NT it denotes, not the mysterious (as with the Eng. word), but that

which, being outside the range of unassisted natural apprehension, can be made known
only by divine revelation, and is made known in a manner and at a time appointed by God,

and to those only who are illumined by His Spirit. In the ordinary sense a “mystery” implies
knowledge withheld; its Scriptural significance is truth revealed. Hence the terms

especially associated with the subject are “made known,” “manifested,” “revealed,”
“preached,” “understand,” “dispensation.” The definition given above may be best

illustrated by the following passage: “the mystery which hath been hid from all ages and
generations: but now hath it been manifested to His saints” (Col. 1:26, RV).
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