
Doctrine 66 [Part 5: Redemption | Doctrine 20]: Calling

From the 99 Essential Doctrines Book
The calling of God to salvation happens in two ways: externally through the 
proclamation of the gospel and internally through the Holy Spirit working in the 
heart of the person who hears. Both of these callings are essential, and both work 
together to bring someone to faith in Christ (2 Tim. 1:8-10). 

From the Bible
2 Timothy 1:8–10 (NKJV)
8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His 
prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power 
of God, 
9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, 
but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus 
before time began, 
10 but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who 
has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,

Romans 10:17 (NKJV)
17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

John 16:7–11 (NKJV)
7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do 
not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you. 
8 And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, 
and of judgment: 
9 of sin, because they do not believe in Me; 
10 of righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; 
11 of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.

Romans 8:28–30 (NKJV)
28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are the called according to His purpose. 
29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of 
His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these 
He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.

Romans 9:14–24 (NKJV)
14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? Certainly not! 
15 For He says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I 
will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion.” 



16 So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows 
mercy. 
17 For the Scripture says to the Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you 
up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name may be declared in all the 
earth.” 
18 Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He hardens. 
19 You will say to me then, “Why does He still find fault? For who has resisted His 
will?” 
20 But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed say 
to him who formed it, “Why have you made me like this?” 
21 Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one 
vessel for honor and another for dishonor? 
22 What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power known, endured 
with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 
23 and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, 
which He had prepared beforehand for glory, 
24 even us whom He called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?

Romans 10:6–15 (NKJV)
6 But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who 
will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down from above) 
7 or, “ ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the 
dead). 
8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith which we preach): 
9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that 
God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 
10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation. 
11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame.” 
12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is 
rich to all who call upon Him. 
13 For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall 
they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without 
a preacher? 
15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful 
are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of 
good things!”

Key Thoughts
Salvation is a Divine-Human collaboration. God calls us to salvation and we 
respond in faith. 
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The call to salvation is based on God’s foreknowledge
The call to salvation can be seen from either perspective

From God’s perspective, we cannot be saved unless He calls us, so 
salvation is a God thing
From man’s perspective, God will not save us unless we respond in 
faith, so salvation is a man thing

The call to salvation becomes a caricature of itself when we over-
emphasize one perspective over the other

Additional Thought


