
Doctrine 63 [Part 5: Redemption | Doctrine 17]: 
Personality of the Holy Spirit 

From the 99 Essential Doctrines Book
The Bible not only affirms the full divinity of the Holy Spirit but also His 
personhood. Many people have mistakenly believed that the Spirit is a force or 
power, not a person. However, Scripture affirms His personhood by acknowledging 
that He is treated as a person (Acts 5:3; 7:51; Heb. 10:29), acts like a person (John 
14:26, 15:26; Rom. 8:14), has attributes of a person (1 Cor. 2:10-11; Eph. 4:30), 
and acts in personal ways (Isa. 63:10; Acts 13:2). In addition to these, the Bible 
also affirms that Christians relate to Him personally (Acts 5:3-4; 7:51). 

From the Bible
Acts 5:3–4 (NKJV)
3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit 
and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? 
4 While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your 
own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to 
men but to God.”

Acts 7:51 (NKJV)
51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the 
Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.

Hebrews 10:29 (NKJV)
29 Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy 
who has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by 
which he was sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?

John 14:26 (NKJV)
26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will 
teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.

John 15:26 (NKJV)
26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.

Romans 8:14 (NKJV)
14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

1 Corinthians 2:10–11 (NKJV)
10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all 
things, yes, the deep things of God. 



11 For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in 
him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God.

Ephesians 4:30 (NKJV)
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day 
of redemption.

Isaiah 63:10 (NKJV)
10 But they rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit; So He turned Himself against 
them as an enemy, And He fought against them.

Acts 13:2 (NKJV)
2 As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to 
Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”

Key Thoughts
This is related to The Holy Spirit being divine

The Holy Spirit is “He” not “it”

The OKJV refers to Him as the Holy Ghost, trying to convey the sense of a 
disembodied person

Additional Thought
Genesis 1:1–3 (NKJV)
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 
3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light.

Both the Hebrew word ruach and the Greek word pneuma are translated both 
wind/breath and spirit. The Holy Spirit is clearly seen in both Testaments.


