
Doctrine 58 [Part 5: Redemption | Doctrine 5]: Christ as 
Sacrifice 

From the 99 Essential Doctrines Book
There are several signs, symbols, and pointers in the Old Testament that 
foreshadowed Christ as being the sacrificial Lamb of God who would take away the 
sins of the world. However, unlike the sacrificial system of the Old Testament, 
whose sacrifices were unable to take away sin (Heb. 10:4), Christ’s sacrifice on the 
cross was able to permanently, “once and for all,” take away sins. 

From the Bible
Hebrews 10:1–4 (NKJV)
1 For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image 
of the things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually 
year by year, make those who approach perfect. 
2 For then would they not have ceased to be offered? For the worshipers, once 
purified, would have had no more consciousness of sins. 
3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. 
4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins.

Hebrews 10:10 (NKJV)
10 By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ once for all.

Isaiah 53:1–5 (NKJV)
1 Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been 
revealed? 
2 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry 
ground. He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no beauty 
that we should desire Him. 
3 He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with 
grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not 
esteem Him. 
4 Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him 
stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; 
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.

Genesis 3:15 (NKJV)
15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and 
her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.”
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John 1:29 (NKJV)
29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world!

Matthew 20:28 (NKJV)
28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life a ransom for many.”

1 Peter 3:18 (NKJV)
18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might 
bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit,

1 Peter 2:24 (NKJV)
24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to 
sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.

1 Corinthians 15:3–4 (NKJV)
3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, 
4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the 
Scriptures,

John 3:16 (NKJV)
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

John 15:13 (NKJV)
13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.

Key Thoughts
When it comes to absorbing the punishment for our sins, there are two options:

We can pay for our own sins (many choose this)
We can allow someone else to pay for our sins (most of us have chosen 
this)

The sacrificial system of Israel was only a temporary reprieve and was really 
designed to point Israel to a Messiah who would permanently take away sin’s 
punishment on the behalf of the people.

John the Baptist, Jesus, Peter, and Paul all recognized and clearly communicated 
that Jesus was that Messiah who would be the substitute.

Far from cruelty, Jesus’ substitution was an act of love.



Additional Thought
“On account of the love he bore us, Jesus Christ our Lord gave his blood for us by 
the will of God; his flesh for our flesh, and his life for our lives” (1 Clement 49)
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