
Doctrine 57 [Part 5: Redemption | Doctrine #]: Aspects of 
the Atonement

From the 99 Essential Doctrines Book
Christ’s substitutionary death on our behalf stands at the center of His atoning 
work. Without this work, there is no gospel (1 Cor. 15:3). While this substitutionary 
aspect is central to the atonement, His death also supremely demonstrates God’s 
love for sinners (John 15:13; 1 John 4:10). It shows us how seriously God takes sin. 
It satisfies every requirement for God to be able to forgive the failures of humanity. 
And it puts Christ’s cosmic victory over sin, Satan, and death on display through 
His resurrection (Col. 2:15). Every aspect of the atonement should inspire 
gratitude, praise, and a desire for obedience, because it is only through Christ that 
we are reconciled. 

From the Bible
1 Corinthians 15:3 (NKJV)
3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures,

John 15:13 (NKJV)
13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.

1 John 4:10 (NKJV)
10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to 
be the propitiation for our sins.

Colossians 2:15 (NKJV)
15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of 
them, triumphing over them in it.

Romans 3:21–26 (NKJV)
21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the law is revealed, being 
witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 
22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all 
who believe. For there is no difference; 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 
25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to 
demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over 
the sins that were previously committed, 
26 to demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just 
and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.



Romans 5:8 (NKJV)
8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.
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